Friar Manrique is Appointed Attache
The negotiations lasted five months—until March 1654. They
did not go smoothly. Manrique has little to say about them in
detail except that they failed to bring about an alliance against the
Great Mughal. It seems that Thiri-thu-dhamma pressed de Me-
squita to promise more help than his instructions permitted him to
promise. The probability is that when the Portuguese realized that
Thiri-thu-dhamma had vast dreams of conquest, far transcending
the capture of Dacca and the throwing back of the Mughal from
eastern Bengal, he saw that it would be madness for Goa to be
entangled and extricated himself as fast as he could.
The King, says Manrique, was profoundly disappointed. He had
failed in the very first move towards his grand goal. Without the
aid of the Portuguese fleet he could not start on the emprise of
which he dreamed. Could it be that he was not fated to become
Lord of the World? But there were ways of compelling fate. If he
had had a diplomatic setback, if his fleet and army were not potent
enough, there were other potencies, there were occult powers,
there was magic, medicines. .. .
Yet his disappointment was bitter. At the end of the negotia-
tions,, when de Mesquita had sailed away, Manrique petitioned for
leave to return to Dianga.
* What do you want to go for?' asked the King roughly.
6 As a member of the ambassador's staff I ask for my passports
like the rest,' replied the Friar.
*You did not come on his ships/ retorted the King. 'I see no
reason for you to go. Have I not granted you a church with slaves
and everything else you wanted? You shall stay.'
Manrique was somewhat alarmed. He thought that perhaps the
King blamed him for the breakdown of the negotiations. But there
was nothing he could do. Offend His Majesty he dare not. To
escape or attempt to escape would jeopardize the existence of the
Christian community for which he had worked so hard. His only
course was to obey with the best grace possible. * I therefore con-
tinued assiduously to attend at the palace,* he says. * This con-
vinced the King that I was satisfied to stay, and he made me cer-
tain concessions', including the offer of a monthly stipend and
rations. But he could not get permission to leave. The King had his
reasons. The Friar now knew too much about Arakan. It was not
certain that he could be trusted outside the realm, while inside it
he was useful for keeping the Christians contented and quiet. This
was quite a normal view. No oriental king liked foreigners to leave
his kingdom when they hadbecome well acquainted with its secrets.
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